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LIVING WITH CHANGE
By Patricia Ambinder
Peace and Justice Institute, Advisory Council Chair

For peace-builders, the human longing for peace and justice remains resolute during a time of social 
upheaval.  The first instinct may be to withdraw and seek circles that provide a sense of security.  
This can be rejuvenating and help us regain strength for the role that civil society needs us to fill.
 
This is also the time to be imaginative and take risks, as peace-builders must work with greater  
urgency to listen deeply and connect the reality of what we hear and observe with the  
transformation we seek.  We must adapt to living with change as undeniable and challenging as it is.
 
In these uncertain times, PJI will not waiver in its commitment to the practices and principles guided 
by its vision and mission. PJI will educate, advocate, and when necessary, agitate the status quo to 
cultivate inclusive excellence.
 
PJI newsletters feature the prose, poetry and experiences of students, faculty, staff, college  
leadership, members of the community and global citizens who live the ideals of peace and justice 
with passion and purpose.
 
We at PJI feel the newsletter needs to change its name (Peace and Justice Institute Newsletter) to 
reflect PJI’s flourishing identity as a dynamic force for social justice, and to celebrate the voices and 
imagery that grace its pages. Information about the opportunity to name the newsletter can be 
found on page 37.
 
Remember…“the cure for despair” that may result from unexpected change “is not only hope. It’s 
discovering what we want to do about something we care about.”
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Our City Beautiful, 
 

After the tragedies our community has seen in the 
past few months, we deserve to stand together and 
fight violence, discrimination, and hatred. Our City 
deserves nothing but peace and love. If we stand as 
one, despite our differences and spread love, 
peace, and harmony, we will see our city flourish. 
 

Dear People of Mother Earth, 
 
If you have a soul and you are from the place we 
call home which is Earth this letter is for you… 
The person each of you see in the mirror and 
next to you is the same… Because we are 
beautiful and the same so we have to help one 
another, stand together and most importantly 
love each other because we are you and you are 
we. 
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“All things are our relatives;  
what we do to everything,  

we do to ourselves.  
All is really One.” 

     -Black Elk  
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PEACE NEWS
In September 2016, 
Georgetown University 
formally apologized 
for profiting from the 
sale of 272 African-
American slaves. In fact, 
Georgetown University 
has announced it will 
rename two campus 

buildings after African-
Americans, build a memorial 

to honor the labor of 
the slaves, and offer 

preferential admission 
to descendants of 
the slaves.

More than a dozen 
universities — 
including Brown, 
Harvard and 
the University 
of Virginia — 
have publicly 
recognized their 
ties to slavery and 
the slave trade. 
But historians said 

they knew of none 
that had offered 

preferential status 
in admissions to the 

descendants of slaves.

“It goes farther than just 
about any institution,” he said. “I 

think it’s to Georgetown’s credit. It’s 
taking steps that a lot of universities have 

been reluctant to take.”
The New York Times

The Columbia govern-
ment and the “country’s  
largest rebel group” 
signed a peace agreement  
after 50 years of war.
The New York Times

Women made history in 
the November 2016 
election. “Kamala 
Harris, Catherine 
Cortez Masto 
and Rep. Tammy 
Duckworth made 
historic inroads 
on Election 
Day, becoming, 
respectively, 
the first biracial 
woman in the 
Senate, the 
first Latina 
senator, and the 
first Thailand-
born senator. In 
Minnesota, Ilhan 
Omar also wrote her 
name in the history 
books, winning a state race 
to become the first Somali-
American legislator in the U.S.”
National Public Radio

The Paris Agreement, which 
“brings all nations into a common 
cause to undertake ambitious 
efforts to combat climate change 
and adapt to its effects” was 
passed in the UN and went into 
effect November 4, 2016.
United Nations

Celebrating peace news locally, nationally, and internationally

Kamala Harris celebrates winning her Senate race Tuesday 
in Los Angeles. Senate. | Barbara Davidson/LA Times 
via Getty Images
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Andrew Jackson will 
move from the front 
of the $20 to the back, 
making way for Harriet 
Tubman. She’ll become 
the first black wom-
an ever to front a U.S. 
banknote.

Tubman, who died in 1913 at the age of 91,  
escaped slavery in the south and eventually led 
hundreds of escaped slaves to freedom as a  
“conductor” of the Underground Railroad. After the 
slaves were freed, Tubman was a staunch supporter 
of a woman’s right to vote.

Treasury Secretary Jack Lew announced plans 
to redesign the $10, $20 and $5 bill. All three  
denominations will have a female presence.

The updated bills will also be the first in U.S. history 
to include a tactile feature to aid the blind. 
CNN Money

In an effort to pro-
mote clean energy, 
Portugal ran for four 
straight days using 
solar, wind, and hydro 
power renewable en-
ergy sources.
The Guardian

Tesla announced 
plans for its solar 
roofing project. 
Tesla’s solar pan-
els “can now be 
fully integrated 
and customized 
to match the tex-

ture and appearance of your roof – it can now be 
thought of as an integration rather than an addition 
where a homeowner chooses what fits their aes-
thetic preference.”

Energy Sage

Over 800,000 volun-
teers helped India fight  
climate change by planting 
50 Million trees in just 24 
hours.

The effort is part of the 
commitment India made at 

the Paris Climate Conference. In the agreement,  
India agreed to spend $6 billion to reforest 12  
percent of its land (bringing total forest cover to 
235 million acres by 2030).
National Geographic

Orlando stood in solidarity as community mem-
bers dressed as angels to block protestors from the 
funerals of Pulse victims.

The Orlando Shakespeare Theater led the effort 
after the Westboro Baptist Church called for its 
members to protest outside funerals in Orlando, 
holding signs with anti-gay slogans.

“We didn’t know that anyone would protest the  
funerals here in Orlando, but that is now happening, 
so a counter-protest so that people that are attend-
ing those funerals and those that are in mourning 
don’t have to deal with hate is an important thing,” 
Orlando Shakespeare Theater’s Jim Helsinger told 
the Miami Herald.
National Public Radio

PEACE NEWS

Photograph by Rajesh Kumar Singh,  
Associated Press

John Raoux/AP
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PEACE AND JUSTICE
COURSES      SPRING 2017

Social Entrepreneurship 
GEB 1155 | East Campus | CRN: 26881
Prerequisite: GEB 1011 or GEB 1136 or ECO 2013 or ECO 2023  
or MUM 2720C or Department Approval
This course explores Social entrepreneurship as a rapidly develop-
ing and changing business field in which business and nonprofit 
leaders design, grow, and lead mission-driven enterprises. As the 
traditional lines blur between nonprofit enterprises, government, 
and business, students explore opportunities and challenges in 
this new landscape through local project based learning.  

Introduction to Peace Studies
PAX 1000 | East Campus, Osceola Campus, Online
East: CRN 23030 | Osceola: CRN 22032 | Online: CRN 
24123
This course studies peace in its philosophical, religious, literary,  
historical and other cultural contexts. It investigates the causes of  
violence on the global and personal levels. There is an  
emphasis on the interdisciplinary study of peace and the peace 
movement in historical and contemporary views. It also teaches the 
application of conflict resolution, nonviolence, and other practices  
necessary to become more powerful and peaceful members of 
our world.

Conflict Transformation: Paths to Peace
HUM 2930 | East Campus and West Campus
East: CRN 25693 | West: CRN 26963
This course is designed to create the potential for intraperson-
al and interpersonal transformation while exploring tools for  
conflict transformation. Students will explore different approaches to  
conflict and the many reasons why conflict between  
individuals, groups and states arises and even turns violent. We will  
discuss the various actions that people can take to mitigate and  
transform the destructive forces of both inter and intraperson-
al conflict, including, for example: reflective practice, dialogue,  
mediation and negotiation. We will explore these different  
“conflict interventions” by studying the theory and practice of 
|negotiation and mediation skills, analyzing specific conflicts in 
history and in current events, and becoming proficient in skillful 
dialogue aimed at bridging personal, social and cultural gaps 
which often lead to misunderstanding and conflict.

Positive Psychology
PSY 2930 | East Campus, Osceola Campus
East: CRN 23299 | Osceola: CRN 26547
This course is designed to introduce a strength-based psychology 
that scientifically studies positive human functioning, specifically, 
the strengths and virtues that enable individuals and communities 
to thrive. Emphasis will be placed on studying and applying topics 
such as; happiness, gratitude, flow, optimism and hope, wisdom and  
courage, positive affect, resilience, coping, friendship, and positive  
development across the lifespan.

Social Justice Hangs on The Wire
HUM 2930 | West Campus | CRN  26087
Prerequisite: Freshman Composition I
Social Justice hangs on “The Wire”.  This class is based on the 
popular HBO Series The Wire. Topics include: social justice, the 
war on drugs, mass incarceration, and the workings of inner city 
Baltimore.

Peace and Justice Ambassadors  
Service Learning
SLS 2940 | East Campus | (3 credit hours) | CRN 26995
This is a planned service-learning experience that focuses on 
three hallmarks: service, leadership and scholarship. Students in 
this course will complete 60 hours of Service Learning. Students 
serve as Peace and Justice Ambassadors in Service to the Peace 
and Justice Institute at Valencia College.

Meditation for Stress Management
HLP 1093 | East Campus | CRN 24805
This experiential course is an introduction to the art and science of 
meditation for stress management. Topics include the benefits of  
meditation, meditation techniques, breath work, meditation and 
health, and meditation for everyday living. This course will help  
students find the type of medication that is best for them enabling 
them to establish a personal meditation practice. This course is  
suitable for all students, regardless of physical limitations.
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A History of Genocide
WOH 2003 | West Campus | CRN 25584
The primary focus of this course is to define and discuss  
genocide in all of its forms, expose the flaws in current  
pedagogy and reappraise in order to address the complexities of the  
topic.  It will address bureaucratic mechanized genocides as well 
as the more spontaneous and the pre-industrial types. This course 
is a mix of theoretical considerations alongside the history of  
genocide ranging back to antiquity and various case studies.

Multimedia Literature and the Holocaust
LIT 2174 | East Campus | CRN 21502
Prerequisite: ENC 1101, ENC 1101H or IDH 1110
This course explores literacy characteristics inherent in various  
media including (but not limited to) Holocaust- related  
historical text, documentary film, comics (graphic narrative),  
survivor narratives, pre- and post- Nazi art and contempo-
rary major motion pictures. The examination includes critical  
analyses of textual, visual, syntactical, mechanical and  
thematic conventional similarities found in traditional textual  
‘literature” and in the structure, syntax and language of visual media.  
Gordon Rule course in which the student is required to demon-
strate college- level writing skills through multiple assignments.  
Minimum grade of C required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule  
requirement.

Peace Studies for Teachers
EDG 2935 | East Campus | CRN 26727
This course titled Safe Schools and Safe Communities will focus 
on the 13 Principles of How We Treat Each Other. The course will 
give teachers effective tools for engaging in difficult conversa-
tions, empathetic listening, perspective talking, self-reflection 
and relationship building in their classrooms. By integrating the  
Principles in their curriculum and instruction, teachers will learn 
to contribute towards building peaceful schools and communities.

Environmental Science
EVR 1001 | East Campus | CRN 25101 
This non-laboratory course provides understanding of our  
interdependence with and responsibility for environment, earth 
and all species. We will Investigate such aspects as pollution,  
urbanization, population trends and changes in lifestyles. We 
will address present and projected solutions to current and  
future problems and predicaments. You are encouraged to inquire  
beyond these basic areas of study outlined.

Freshman Composition II: Voices From the 
Margins: Reading, Discussing and Writing for 
Peace and Justice
ENC 1102 |East Campus | CRN 22847, 23199, or 23222
Prerequisite: Freshman Composition I 
This course will focus on literature written by and about people from 
marginalized cultures in America. Application of skills learned in 
ENC 1101. Emphasis on style; use of library; reading and evaluating  
available sources; planning, writing, and documenting short  
research paper. Gordon Rule course in which the student is required to  
demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple assign-
ments. Minimum grade of C required if ENC 1102 is used to satisfy 
Gordon Rule and general education requirements.

Freshman Composition II: Perspectives on 
War, Philosophies of Peace
ENC 1102 | East Campus | CRN 23202, 23888 or 24863
Prerequisite: Freshman Composition I
Through documentaries, photography, poetry, art, literature,  
philosophy, and non-fiction works, this online course explores  
multiple perspectives of warfare and introduces philosophies of peace 
to build pathways of healing. Application of skills learned in ENC 1101 is  
expected, while there is an emphasis on style; use of library; read-
ing and evaluating available sources, along with planning, writ-
ing, and documenting a short research paper. This is a Gordon 
Rule course in which the student is required to demonstrate col-
lege-level writing skills through multiple assignments.

PEACE AND JUSTICE
COURSES    CONTINUED

For more information please contact the Peace and Justice Institute at  
peaceandjustice@valenciacollege.edu
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Visit our website for printable versions of the 
Principles for How We Treat Each Other found in 
English, Spanish, and Creole. 
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Visit our website for printable versions of the 
Principles for How We Treat Each Other found in 
English, Spanish, and Creole. 
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We’re naming the newsletter! We invite 

you to submit a name(s) for this  

dynamic publication that is a force for 

social justice, and to celebrate the voices 

and imagery that grace its pages.

We invite you to submit a name  

or names by emailing  

peaceandjustice@valenciacollege.edu  

by March 15, 2017.

If your submission is selected,  a  

donation will be given to a nonprofit of 

your choice in your name and “the Story 

of You” featured in the spring issue of

(You Fill in the Blank)

PJI NEWSLETTER

Help Us
Change the Name of the 



38 | Peace and Justice Bi-Annual Newsletter Volume 7, No. 2

Tuesday, January 24th 

PJI Student Skillshop: Be the Change
Winter Park Campus | Room 1-143 | 11:30 am-12:30 pm

Thursday, January 26th 

PJI Student Skillshop: Be the Change
West Campus | Room SSB-206G | 1:00-2:00 pm

Monday, January 30th-Friday, February 3rd 

Conversation on Justice
College-wide | Check online schedule for events 

Friday, January 20th and Friday, March 3rd

INDV 7315 Danger of a Single Story (for faculty only)
West Campus | Room 11-106 | 1:00-4:00 pm

Thursday, February 2nd and Friday, February 3rd

INDV 7312 Mindfulness Tools for Education (for faculty only)
February 2nd  | East Campus | Room 3-113 | 1:00-4:00 pm

February 3nd  | West Campus | Room 4-236 | 1:00-4:00 pm

Saturday, February 18th

Peace and Justice Ambassador Student Retreat (for students only)
East Campus | Room 3-113 | 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

PEACE AND JUSTICE INSTITUTE

Spring 2017 Calendar of Events
For details visit www.valenciacollege.edu/pji
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Thursday, February 23rd and Friday, February 24th

INDV 2255 Multiple Perspectives (for faculty only)
Feruary 23rd | Osceola Campus | Room 4-105 | 2:00-4:00 pm 
February 24th | East Campus | Room 3-113 | 2:00-4:00 pm

Friday, February 24th and Saturday, February 25th

Faculty and Staff Annual Peace and Justice Retreat  
(for faculty and staff only, Registration required)
Maitland Civic Center | 9:00 am-4:00 pm

Thursday, March 2nd 

PJI Student Skillshop: Be the Change
East Campus | Room 3-113 | 1:00-2:00 pm

Friday, March 10th

INDV 7310 Working with Conflict (for faculty)
West Campus | Room 11-106 | 1:00-5:00 pm

Tuesday, March 21st  

Peace Breakfast: An Interfaith Gathering
East Campus | Room 8-101 | 8:00-10:00 am

Saturday, March 25th 

Spring Fling Service Project at the Coalition for the Homeless
639 W. Central Blvd, Orlando, FL 32801 | 8:30 am-1:30 pm

Join Valencia clubs and groups across the campuses as we come together to bring a day 
of fun and spring festivities to the children and families in residency at the Coalition for the 
Homeless of Central Florida.

Thursday, March 30th

Mistakes Were Made (But Not By Me) Keynote Presentation  
by Carol Tavris with the Psychology Speakers Series
East Campus | Performing Arts Center (PAC) | 1:00 pm

 
Thursday, March 30th

The Mismeasure of Woman: Q & A by Carol Tavris  
with the Psychology Speakers Series
East Campus | Room 8-101 | 2:45 pm

Saturday, May 6th

Orlando Youth Empowerment Summit (OYES)
Valencia College School of Public Safety | 8:00 am-4:00 pm

Visit www.orlandoyes.org for details
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We mourn the death of Professor Rich Gair who was one of the founding members and “Original Twelve” 
of the Peace and Justice “Initiative,” now Institute. He rarely missed a gathering or retreat and committed  
himself to practicing the Principles and growing his own inner peace. Rich is greatly missed by the PJI family. The  
following is a message from Dr. Stacey Johnson, East and Winter Park Campus President and PJI Advisory Council member.  
PJI dedicates this issue of the newsletter to our beloved friend.

“The only truly dead are those who have been forgotten.” As I mourn the loss of Richard Gair, a beloved colleague who passed 
away this morning, this Jewish proverb seems so fitting.

A professor of reading and Holocaust studies, Richard devoted his career to empowering students and  
changing their lives by teaching them to not be bystanders to today’s prejudice, hate and discrimination, but to be  
“up-standers” and always stand up for what is right. But while his teaching weighed heavy on students’ minds and conscience, 
that isn’t to say he lacked humor. On his website, Richard described himself as “short and overweight” with a “bald spot that 
gets bigger as the years pass.”

Needless to say, Richard will never be truly gone — because he will live on in the hearts of those who knew him and in the  
actions of those he has inspired.

Richard taught at Valencia since 2003. In his tenure at the college, he spent many years not only teaching in the classroom, 
but teaching around the world as he showed students firsthand the dangers of hate with study abroad trips to Poland to  
experience the remains of Holocaust sites. He also devoted his time to presenting at conferences, serving on educational  
committees and furthering his own education to better serve his students and impact the world.

Richard continued his teaching and learning in many areas outside of the classroom, including participating in Valencia’s  
Endowed Chair program. In this 2011-2012 Endowed Chair video, Richard shares his experiences traveling to Holocaust sites in 
Europe and his insights on genocide.

He had planned to someday retire and move to Israel to better connect with his culture and heritage. I wish with all my heart 
he could have made that trip — as he deserved every happiness in the world. In his honor and memory, however, we will plant 
a few trees in Israel in his name, as is Jewish custom, to honor his dreams.

I also hope that each of you will join me in honoring his memory and his spirit by living with peace and love in our hearts and 
by always taking a stand against the discrimination that plagues us. Richard taught us that each of us can make a difference, 
and so there is no greater way to keep his memory alive than by doing just that.

With deepest sympathies,
Stacey Johnson
President, East and Winter Park Campuses

Richard
Gair

IN REMEMBRANCE OF



ALL PEOPLE. ALL VOICES. ALL MATTER.

Making a difference by intentionally engaging in practices and principles that 
explore, advocate, and honor the dignity of self, others, and the earth.



BE A PART OF THE 
PEACE AND JUSTICE INSTITUTE. 

Visit us online facebook.com/valenciapeaceandjustice
valenciacollege.edu/pji


