
All People. All Voices. All Matter. 

PEACE AND 
JUSTICE INSTITUTE

peaceandjustice@valenciacollege.edu
www.valenciacollege.edu/pji

NEWSLETTER
VOLUME 7, NUMBER 1



It is with a heavy heart that I reveal the PJI spring newsletter was ready to go online when the horrific tragedy at Pulse, an LGBT nightclub 
occurred. Our thoughts and prayers are with the injured and the deceased and their families. The PJI mission is more vital than ever as the 
struggle for inclusive excellence must endure if we want the destiny of our community to be in peaceful hands and just hearts, and not 
through violence, ignorance, and hate. At vigils throughout our community, people are turning to one another and starting conversations 
to help understand why and restore hope to the future.
 
There is no power greater than a community discovering what it cares about, says Margaret Wheatley.* This happens through “…truthful 
conversations where we each have a chance to speak...feel heard...and listen well.”
 
In its inaugural year as an Institute, PJI expanded its relationship-centered conversations at Valencia and in the community. As you read 
the newsletter, it’s clear PJI nurtures the conditions for socially inclusive change through its peace curriculum, staff trainings, co-curricular 
programs, civic partnerships, continuing education and community engagement. 
 
PJI derives its foundation from the values of Valencia College and its strength from the tireless leadership of Rachel Allen; constant 
support from Dr. Stacey Johnson; and the passionate commitment of the PJI staff and faculty, Peace and Justice Ambassadors, and 
Valencia students. Thank you to the Advisory Council members who bring vitality to their role as dedicated PJI allies.
 
Turning once again to the words of Margaret Wheatley, may they inspire imagination and courageous conversations as we work together 
to honor the PJI vision, All People. All Voices. All Matter., as our community heals and grows stronger.

 
Ask, “what’s possible?” not “what’s wrong?” Keep asking.

 
Notice what you care about. Assume that others share your dreams.

 
Be brave enough to start a conversation that matters.

Speak to people you know.
Speak to people you don’t know.

Speak to people you never talk to.
 

Listen to someone, not advising or coaching, but silently and fully listening.
 

Be intrigued by the differences you hear.
Expect to be surprised.

Treasure curiosity more than certainty.
 

Invite in everybody who cares to work on what’s possible.
Know that creative solutions come from new connections.

 
Remember, you don’t fear people whose story you know.

Real listening always brings people closer together.
 

Trust that meaningful conversations can change your world.
 

*http://margaretwheatley.com/
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PEACE NEWS

In Mexico, the “rates of 
violent crime, homicide 
and organized [are] 
down by almost 30% 
for the period from 
2011 and 2015. This 
means that for an 
estimated 85% of 
Mexicans, where 
they live is more 
peaceful than four 
years ago.” 
Vision of Humanity

The Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers (CIW), which fights 

for better pay for Florida tomato 
pickers, has “won agreements 

with 14 major food retailers, including 
Whole Foods, Walmart, McDonald’s 

and Subway.” These agreements stipulate that 
food retailers “only work 
with tomato suppliers who 
participate in and meet the 
requirements outlined” the 
CIW’s Fair Food Program. 
The Fair Food Program 
provides better pay for 
tomato pickers and protects 
against forced labor, child 
labor, sexual assault, and 
more. 
The Huffington Post

In March 2016, the 
International Justice 

Mission (IJM)
successfully rescued 
564 children, men, 
and women from 
forced labor in 
Chennai, India. IJM 
will spend the next 
two years helping 
these individuals 
rebuild their lives. 
The International 
Justice Mission

Feeding Children Everywhere, 
a local charity that mobilizes 
people to assemble and distribute 
healthy meals for hungry children, 
to date has worked with over 
354K volunteers to pack and 
distribute over 52 million meals.
Feeding Children Everywhere

In April 2016, “Duke Energy 
and Walt Disney World 
officials announced details 
of the Mickey-shaped solar 
farom near Epcot.” This 
solar farm is estimated to 
produce enough energy to 
power 1,000 homes.
Orlando Sentinel

“…because optimism 
has lost its standing in 
American public opinion, 
past reforms — among them 
environmental protection, anti-
discrimination initiatives, income 
security for seniors, auto and aviation 
safety, interconnected global economics, 
improved policing and 
yes, Obamacare — don’t 
get credit for the good 
they have accomplished. 
In almost every case, 
reform has made America 
a better place, with fewer 
unintended consequences 
and lower transaction costs 
than expected.”
New York Times

Celebrating peace news locally, nationally, and internationally
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PEACE AND JUSTICE
COURSES       FALL 2016

Freshman Composition II:  
Perspectives on War,  
Philosophies of Peace
ENC 1102 | East Campus

Prerequisite: Freshman Composition I
Through documentaries, photography, poetry, art, literature, philosophy, and 
non-fiction works, this online course explores multiple perspectives of warfare 
and introduces philosophies of peace to build pathways of healing. Application 
of skills learned in ENC 1101 is expected, while there is an emphasis on style; 
use of library; reading and evaluating available sources, along with planning, 
writing, and documenting a short research paper. This is a Gordon Rule course 
in which the student is required to demonstrate college-level writing skills 
through multiple assignments.
 
 

Conflict Transformation:  
Paths to Peace
HUM 2930 | Online

This course is designed to create the potential for intrapersonal and  
interpersonal transformation while exploring tools for conflict transformation. 
Students will explore different approaches to conflict and the many reasons 
why conflict between individuals, groups and states arises and even turns  
violent. We will discuss the various actions that people can take to  
mitigate and transform the destructive forces of both inter and intrapersonal  
conflict, including, for example: reflective practice, dialogue, mediation and  
negotiation. We will explore these different “conflict interventions” by studying 
the theory and practice of negotiation and mediation skills, analyzing specific 
conflicts in history and in current events, and becoming proficient in skillful 
dialogue aimed at bridging personal, social and cultural gaps which often lead 
to misunderstanding and conflict.
 
 

Peace and Justice Ambassadors  
Service Learning
SLS 2940 | East Campus | (3 credit hours)

This is a planned service-learning experience that focuses on three  
hallmarks: service, leadership and scholarship. Students in this course will 
complete 60 hours of Service Learning. Students serve as Peace and Justice 
Ambassadors in Service to the Peace and Justice Institute at Valencia College.

Social Justice Hangs on The Wire
HUM 2930 | West Campus | SPRING 2017

Prerequisite: Freshman Composition I
Social Justice hangs on “The Wire”.  This class is based on the popular 
HBO Series The Wire. Topics include: social justice, the war on drugs, mass  
incarceration, and the workings of inner city Baltimore.

Introduction to Peace Studies
PAX 1000 | East Campus, Osceola Campus, Online

This course studies peace in its philosophical, religious, literary,  
historical and other cultural contexts. It investigates the causes of  
violence on the global and personal levels. There is an emphasis on the  
interdisciplinary study of peace and the peace movement in historical and  
contemporary views. It also teaches the application of conflict resolution, 
nonviolence, and other practices necessary to become more powerful and  
peaceful members of our world.

Positive Psychology
PSY 2930 | East Campus

This course is designed to introduce a strength-based psychology that  
scientifically studies positive human functioning, specifically, the strengths and 
virtues that enable individuals and communities to thrive. Emphasis will be 
placed on studying and applying topics such as; happiness, gratitude, flow, 
optimism and hope, wisdom and courage, positive affect, resilience, coping, 
friendship, and positive development across the lifespan.
 
 

Psychology of Peace
PSY 2930 | East Campus

Prerequisite: PSY 2012 or PAX 100
Using data from developmental, personality, social, learning, and biological 
psychologies, this course will investigate the causes and consequences of  
violence and non-violence. Students will understand how conflict is caused 
and healed on interpersonal and intergroup levels. Analysis from many areas of 
psychology will focus on personality variables, developmental sequalae, social 
inequalities, peace-making, peace-building, and social justice.

A History of Genocide
WOH 2003 | West Campus

The primary focus of this course is to define and discuss genocide in all of 
its forms, expose the flaws in current pedagogy and reappraise in order to  
address the complexities of the topic.  It will address bureaucratic  
mechanized genocides as well as the more spontaneous and the  
pre-industrial types. This course is a mix of theoretical considerations along-
side the history of genocide ranging back to antiquity and various case studies.

Multimedia Literature and  
the Holocaust
LIT 2174 | East Campus

Prerequisite: ENC 1101, ENC 1101H or IDH 1110
This course explores literacy characteristics inherent in various media including 
(but not limited to) Holocaust- related historical text, documentary film, comics 
(graphic narrative), survivor narratives, pre- and post- Nazi art and contemporary 
major motion pictures. The examination includes critical analyses of textual, visual,  
syntactical, mechanical and thematic conventional similarities found  
in traditional textual ‘literature” and in the structure, syntax and  
language of visual media. Gordon Rule course in which the student is required 
to demonstrate college- level writing skills through multiple assignments.  
Minimum grade of C required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule requirement.

For more information please contact the  
Peace and Justice Institute at  

peaceandjustice@valenciacollege.edu
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ALL PEOPLE. ALL VOICES. ALL MATTER.

Making a difference by intentionally engaging in practices and principles that 
explore, advocate, and honor the dignity of self, others, and the earth.



BE A PART OF THE 
PEACE AND JUSTICE INSTITUTE. 

Visit us online facebook.com/valenciapeaceandjustice
valenciacollege.edu/pji




